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AIR FORCE RELATIONS WITH CONGRESS


______________________________________________________________________________





This supplement implements AFPD 90-4, Relations With Congress, and AFI 90-401, Air Force Relations With Congress.  It expands on AFI 90-401 by providing guidance and procedures for Rome Laboratory personnel who respond to congressional inquires.





AFI 90-401, 18 March 1994, is supplemented as follows:





4.5.1.  The Rome Laboratory Director of Plans and Programs (RL/XP) is the Lab focal point for matters relating to Congressional, Presidential, or Vice Presidential relations.  Coordination will be accomplished with the Rome Laboratory Judge Advocate (RL/JA) in all matters.  Responsibilities include the coordination of matters pertinent to visits or inquiries by Congressional Investigators, members of Congress, and the Executive Office of the President and Vice-President.





4.5.1.1.  The Focal Point or Alternate:





4.5.1.1.1.  Receives, coordinates, and processes answers to correspondence received from members or committees of Congress.  The Rome Laboratory Commander or Deputy Director signs this correspondence.





4.5.1.1.2.  Coordinates with appropriate higher echelon on all visits by members of Congress or Congressional committees.





4.5.1.1.3.  Prepares and dispatches reports of visits by members of Congress or Congressional investigators.





4.5.1.2.  Directorates/Staff Offices:





4.5.1.2.1.  Notify Rome Laboratory Plans and Programs (RL/XP) of any Congressional or Presidential inquiries or contact.  Individuals contacted shall not respond to the inquiry being made, but rather record the individuals name, title, and question(s).  RL/XP will work with the individual contacted to formulate a reply in accordance with AFI 90-401.  The reply shall be properly documented and coordinated through proper Air Force channels.
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4.5.1.2.2.  RL/XP will assign a person as the Point of Contact for an inquiry and/or visit as appropriate.





4.5.1.2.3.  The RL/XP focal point shall make sure that all security and official reporting are accomplished.  Coordination of the release of any information shall be accomplished with SAF/AQT and the Air Force Congressional Liaison Office.





4.5.2.  The most important aspect of any inquiry is to deal with it in a professional and courteous manner.  Replies should be accurate and factual and fully coordinated with people involved.  Coordination with AFMC and HQ Air Force is important.  A documented paper trail associated with the inquiry, actions taken, and the formal response are critical.  It is always important to know who is making the inquiry, for what purpose, and that they go through proper channels for the inquiry and the reply.
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