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BY ORDER OF THE COMMANDER
RRS INSTRUCTION 23-101

AIR FORCE RESEARCH LABORATORY
20 November 1998


Supply

SAFEGUARDING PRECIOUS METALS

Supersedes:   RLI 23-101,  1 Nov 96
Certified by:   AFRL/IFO  (Col Frederick J. Foster)

OPR:  AFRL/IFOL (Karen Vogel)
Pages:  4 /Distribution:  F

This instruction implements DOD Directive 4160.22, Recovery and Utilization of Precious Metals; AFPD 23-1, Requirements and Stockage of Material; and AFMAN 23-110V6, Excess and Surplus Personal Property.  It outlines Rome Research Site responsibilities and procedures for controlling and safeguarding precious metals.  It does not apply to Rome Research Site at Hanscom AFB.

SUMMARY OF CHANGES

This revision updates titles and symbols of Rome Research Site Operations Branch of AFRL.

1.  Explanation of Term.  For the purpose of this regulation, precious metals are high cost metal substances which are chemically pure;  gold, silver, platinum, and platinum family items, as well as alloys containing a reasonably high percentage of the basic high cost metal substance.

2.  Acquisition Procedures:

2.1.  Branch chiefs ensure that personnel who possess precious metals:

2.1.1.  Keep a precious metals register displaying precious metals receipts, turn ins, and consumed-in-use data.  The register must show date of receipt, quantity, purpose, method of disposition, disposition date, and signatures of the responsible person and the respective Branch chief.  This internal register is subject to review by inspection or audit personnel.  (See attachment 1 for sample register.)

2.1.2.  Prepare an automated DD Form 1348-6, DOD Single Line Item Requisition System Document, request for precious metals.

2.1.3.  Store all precious metals in a locked safe or modified cabinet with a three-position combination lock.  Make sure classified documents and precious metals are not stored in the same safe.

2.2.  The Logistic Material Control Activity (LMCA), Customer Support Office personnel ensure all request documents (DD Forms 1348-6) for precious metals are stamped with the precious metals legend.  This alerts Material Handling Office personnel to provide special handling and control for these items upon receipt.

2.3.   LMCA, Material Handling Office personnel:

2.3.1.  Deliver newly purchased precious metals to recipient the same day the item is received in LMCA.

2.3.2.  Obtain the recipient’s signature on the receiving (issue) document and send to the LMCA Customer Support Office for completed transaction file.

3.  Turn-In Procedures:

3.1.  Branch chiefs make sure personnel who possess precious metals:

3.1.1.  Identify all precious metals being turned in, as well as residue (scrap) containing these metals on AF Form 1297, Temporary Issue Receipt.  Handcarry documents, when possible, directly to the Rome Research Site Precious Metals Monitor located in LMCA, building 120, room 8.  NOTE:  Make sure turn-in documents (AF Forms 1297) accompany all material turned in, and a copy of the signed receipt is provided to the end user.

3.1.2.  Keep all chemically pure substances and alloys containing the basic high cost substances in a safe pending notification, from the Precious Metals Monitor, that documents have been processed and arrangements made for turn in to the Defense Reutilization and Marketing Office (DRMO).

3.2.  Silver recovery requires additional controls due to the critical shortness of silver in the United States.  The Precious Metals Recovery Monitor ensures compliance with Air Force directives regarding silver recovery.

3.2.1.  Silver bearing residue is recovered from the following types of items:

· Aircraft engine bearings, bushings, ring assemblies, link pins, slip rings, counter weights, gears and other small related parts.

· Radar antennas

· Receiver assemblies

· Waveguides

· Mirroring solutions

· Plated silver surfaces

· Relay contact points

· Silver cell batteries

· Silver-clad base metal

· Silver cladded jet engine parts

· Silver sludges, precipitates, chlorides, oxides, nitrates and silver salts

· Drugs (silver protein, iodate, nitrates and sulfates)

· Silver tungsten alloys

· Silver solders and brazing alloys

· Amalgum

· Cyanide plating solutions and anode baths

· Desalting kits

3.2.2.  The Precious Metals Recovery Monitor provides LMCA Material Handling personnel with a copy of the DD Form 1348-1A, Issue Release/Receipt Document, when silver sludge, scrap film and other scrap containing reclaimable silver are turned in to the local Defense Logistic Agency DRMO.

3.2.3.  The monitor maintains a control log of all hypo solution recovery cartridges on hand, dates and serial numbers of cartridges issued, customer receipt signatures, and completed DRMO actions.

3.2.3.1.  Photographic processing personnel possessing cartridge recovery systems must keep a control log of all in-use cartridges.

3.2.3.1.1  Contact the Precious Metals Recovery Monitor, ext. 2140,  when a cartridge is ready for replacement. The photographic processing personnel sign the Silver Recovery log book for receipt of a new cartridge.  LMCA pick-up and delivery personnel sign the log book acknowledging receipt of full cartridges that are turned in.

3.2.4  Unclassified scrap film and photographs containing silver must be turned in through he Precious Metals Recovery Monitor.  The monitor arranges for pick up and turn-in to DRMO.

3.2.4.1  Classified photographs and film containing silver must be destroyed by appropriate means prior to turn-in.  The Precious Metals Recovery Monitor turns in the shredding to DRMO and provide a copy of the DD Form 1348-1 to the initiating office.

3.3.  LMCA, Material Handling Office (Pickup and Delivery) personnel:

3.3.1.  Sign appropriate turn-in document (custodian’s copy of AF Form 1297) for precious metals received for turn-in from the laboratory.

3.3.2.  Notify Rome Research Site Precious Metals Recovery Monitor to prepare turn-in documents (DD Forms 1348-1), ensuring they contain the Precious Metals legend.

3.3.3.  Safeguard precious metals and arrange to deliver them to the DRMO as soon as possible.

4.   Forms Cited.  AF 1297, DD 1348-1, and DD 1348-6.


RAYMOND P. URTZ, Director
Information Directorate

1 Attachment

Sample Register

SAMPLE PRECIOUS METALS REGISTER (IFOLS) 
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