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The Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) Rome Research Site, the Air Force’s center of expertise for research and development of information technologies, has a substantial economic impact on a seven-county area within a 50-mile radius of Rome, in central New York state. Through contracts, there is a somewhat lesser effect on the rest of the state and the nation. Some key economic factors are included below:





**During federal Fiscal Year 2003, AFRL’s Rome operations awarded 333 research and development contracts, cooperative agreements and grants valued at nearly $340 million. In total, Rome maintains more than 1,700 active contracts worth more than $3.1 billion, including 206 active contracts with a face value of $244.1 million in New York State. The New York figures for Fiscal Year 2003 include 40 contracts, with a face value of $37.1 million. Twenty-eight contracts, with a total value of $15.9 million, were awarded to small businesses in the state. These were primarily high technology firms with fewer than 500 employees. Ten contracts, with a total value of $1.8 million, were awarded to universities in New York State.





**In addition to research and development agreements, Rome’s Operational Contracting Branch purchased more than $8.8 million in operational goods, construction and environmental requirements from Oneida County sources during Fiscal Year 2003.  More than 200 contracts, valued in excess of $13.2 million, were awarded to New York State firms. 





**Rome has a work force of more than 820 military and civilian employees, with combined annual salaries of nearly $63 million.





**There are more than 600 non-government civilians working under Air Force contracts in central New York, primarily in the AFRL facilities at Griffiss Business and Technology Park.





**Nearly 75 companies maintain offices in the area, anticipating contractual opportunities with the Air Force.





**An Empire State Development Corp. economic impact analysis two years ago estimated that AFRL's Rome Research Site was responsible for an additional 1,557 indirect jobs in the Oneida-Herkimer-Madison-Onondaga counties region.  Combining those jobs with the Rome Research Site staff resulted in an estimated annual economic impact of $135 million.  In addition, the site entertains several thousand out-of-town visitors each year.





**AFRL’s Rome Research Site has a substantial impact on academia in the region as well. Nearly 30 percent of the Rome staff is participating in higher education each year. In addition, Rome employs more than 135 professors, graduate students, co-op students, summer engineering aides, stay-in-school students, and junior fellowship students. The Air Force has also joined with 53 colleges and universities to form the Information Institute in Rome for information technology research and development. Nineteen of those institutions are located in New York State.
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