A PLACE FOR ALL SEASONS


The Air Force Research Laboratory (AFRL) Rome Research Site is located on the eastern boundary of Rome, N.Y., near the geographical center of New York State.


The mean annual temperature for the area is about 48 degrees, offering warm summers, crisp winters and brilliant autumn foliage.  Summer temperatures average 69 degrees, with a few days in excess of 90.  Winter temperatures average 25 degrees, with sub-zero overnight lows not uncommon.  The average annual snowfall is nearly 100 inches, although rural areas 30 miles to the north, in the "snowbelt" region just east of Lake Ontario, average twice that amount.


Rome is central to every major population center in the Northeast, within a day's drive of Montreal, Boston, Toronto, New York City, Buffalo, Cleveland and Washington, D.C.  It is about 45 miles east of Syracuse and 15 miles northwest of Utica.  Geographically, Rome was once the largest city in the U.S. and remains one of the largest in land area today.


 Local attractions include the reconstructed Fort Stanwix National Monument, operated by the National Park Service in the center of downtown.  The Erie Canal Village, located on Routes 46/49 three miles west of downtown, is a city-owned reconstruction of a village along the Erie Canal in the mid-1800s.  For a small fee, visitors can ride on a canal packet boat replica that is pulled along an actual stretch of the original Erie Canal. Delta Lake State Park, about seven miles north of the city on Route 46, offers 101 campsites, boating and swimming  (from Memorial Day through Labor Day).  Verona Beach State Park and private facilities in the Village of Sylvan Beach offer similar opportunities along the shores of Oneida  Lake, about 20 miles northwest of Rome.


Turning Stone Casino, operated by the Oneida Indian Nation of New York, is located off Route 365 just west of nearby Verona.  The only legal casino gambling facility in New York, Turning Stone is open 24-hours-a-day.


Old Forge, in the heart of the Adirondack Mountains, is about 50 miles northeast of Rome.  The Central Adirondacks are a camper's haven in the summer and, during the winter, offer one of the most extensively groomed snowmobile trail networks east of the Rockies.


Nearby Utica offers Munson-Williams-Proctor Institute, one of the nation's finest small-city museums, as well as cultural activities at the Stanley Performing Arts Center.  
